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TuEsDAY, Dece1nbei· 23, 1851. 

The Senate was called to order by the president pursuant tc 
adjournment-prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith-roll called
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
Mr. Merriman presented the memorial of J a1nes Hamilton; 

read and referred to the committee on Public Debt. 
Mr. Davis presented the petition of sundry citizens, praying 

the creation of the county of Delta; referred to the committee 
on Counties and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported 

A bill providing for taking the depositions of witnesses resi
ding in the county where such depositions are to be used in ev 
idence, correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to authorize the sale of the un
sold and forfeited lots in the city of Austin and tract adjoining; 
read first tiine. 

Mr. Reaves offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President of the Senate be and he is here

by re~p~ctfully requested not to give to any person or persons 
perm1ss1on to occupy or use the Senate chamber for any pur
pose other than those contemplated by law. 

Mr. Bogart offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs are hereby 

instructed to take into consideration the propriety of proposing 
to the people of this State the amendment of the third section of 
the tenth article of the Constitution, so as to place the Seminary 
and School Fund of this State under the c·ontrol of the Legisla
ture., and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Taylor introduced a bill for the relief of settlers residing 
near the eastern boundary line of Texas before the same was 
established; read first time. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to incorporate the Comal lJ nion School; read third 
time and passed by_ the following vote: . 

Yeas-Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Day, 
Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, I-Iill, Merriman, Reaves, 
Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson-20. 

Nays-None. 
A. bill to require the Commissioner of the General Land Of· 
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flee to patent certificate No. 20, first class, issued by the coun
t1 court of Grimes county; read third tiine and passed. 
y A bill for the relief of Peter Murphy, his legal heirs or as

signs · read third time and passed by the following vote: 
y e~s-Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, 

.Merriman, Truit, Williams and Wilson-10. 
Nays-Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Hart, Reaves, 

Scott and Taylor-8. 
A bill providing for taking the depositions of witnesses resi

ding in the county where such depositions are to be used in ev
idence; read third time and rejected by the following vote : 

Yeas-Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Grimes, Mer
riman, Taylor, Williams and "'\Vilson-9. 

Nays-Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Day, Duggan, Gray, Hart, 
Reaves, Scott and Truit-9 ; there being a tie, the President 
voted in the negative. 

A bill concerning writs of certiorari to justices courts; read sec
ond time, and, on motion of Mr. Gray, referred to the commit
tee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Western Railroad company ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the 
committee on Internal Improvements. 

On 1notion of Mr. Dancy, a bill to charter the Vicksburg and 
Fl Paso railroad Company ; and 

A bill to establish the New Orleans, Texas and Pacific rail. 
road company, and for the extension of the New Orleans, Al
giers and Opelousas railroad through Texas, were taken up, 
read second time, and referred to the committee on Internal 
Improvements. 

A bill to amend the 59th section of an act organizing justices 
courts ; read second time and ordered to engrossed. 

A bill amending the 14th section of an act regulating estrays, 
approved February 8, 1850; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas J. Rusk, David Rusk and 
James H. Starr; read, and, on motion of )'Ir. Sterne, laid on 
the table. 

A bill to authorize Bartlett Sims to raise a location therein 
named and locate the same upon any vacant land; read, and, on 
motion of Mr. Wilson, laid upon the table. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
petition of William A. Droddy and Mary J. Nugent, recom
mending the rejection of the petition, was read and adopted. 

The report of the committee on State Affairs, on the petition 
of Jan1es H. Neely; n~ad~ and. on motion of Mr. Gray1 laid on 
the table. 



208 l.' 

The report c,f the c01111nittoo on Statt~ Affair3 on the petition 
of Allensworth ..... i\..dnms, nnd o-r1 a bill for the relief of the per
sons taken prisoners by tho Mexican anny at tho Mission of 
Refugio in 1s~n, were read, and, on motion of J\ir. Duggan, 
laid on the tnible. 

Joint resolution f01· the relief of .J amcs Pratt Plunnner, with 
the report of the cmnmittcc on Private Land Claims offering 
an an1endmcr:.t thereto, ,,·as read, and mnendment adopted. 

:Nir. Gray offered tho following an1endment, to come in after 
the word land: "in consideration of his sufferings while in cap
iivity an10ng the Indians;" adopted. 

Mr. Dancy moYed to amend the bill by ac.l<ling after "Plum
mer" the words" \Varren Lyons," and the word" each" after 
the word "Lyons." 

Mr. Eigelo\v offered the follo·wing mnendment: 
~ ~ 

Insert also the ium10 of" Chipita ""\Villse, wife of Benjamin 
T. vVillsc of Ca1noron county, for 320 acres of land." 

On 1notion of Mr. Taylor, the bill and a1nendments were laid 
on tho table. 

The report of the coinmittee on Clai1ns and Accounts on the 
petition of Norman IIard, recommending that the petition be 
referred to the cornmittee on Public Debt~ was adopted. 

A bill for tho relief of Brigadier General E. H. Tarrant; read. 
On inotion of J\Ir. Dancy, the words "Brigadier General" 

were inserted in the 4th line of 1st section before "Edward H. 
Tarrant." 

On motion o-£ I\fr. \Viliiams, the bill was amended by stri
king out "1\.uditor" and inserting " Comptroller." 

The bill \Vas then ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr. Sterne, a bill for the relief of Thomas J. 

Rusk, David Rusk and James II. Starr, was taken fro111 the ta
ble and placed among the orders of the.day·. 

The report of the committee on the Penitentiary, on the reso
lution of the Senate relative to the propriety of so·'amending the 
act to establish a State Penitentiary as to inake it the duty of 
clerks of district courts to noti~y th~ superintendent whenever 
any person shall be sentenced to the Penitentiary, etc., was read 
and adopted. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Giln1er in Upshur county; 
read, and passed to a third reading. 
. ~ ?ill t? p~·escribe the time of holding the courts in th~ 2n1 
Judicial district of the State of Texas; read, and, on ~.otioDn .0 _ 
Mr. Taylor, referred to the select committee on ._Tudic1al 16 

~~. d 
A bill to re-incorporate the town of H unt.sville ~ read secon 
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t . ~ 11. r G · 1· <l ' · l 'tt time, nnd, .or; rno .wn o1 Jn.r. -runes, re .crro · w tno con1m1 eo 
on the ,Juc11cu~ry. 

A bill to amend an act providin:~ for the ti·ansfer of records 
of adminjstrators to ne\v couuties, pas.scd :May 13, 18±6 ; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Tavlor, reforred to the c.om-
ruittee on the Judiciary. ., 

_A bill to permit :Fitz '\Yillinm Donner to practice lmv; read 
second time. 

Mr. Dancv 1novecl to refer it 1:-J tbe comn1ittee on Counties 
and County o)Bound:-tries; ]o::;t. 

J.Wr. Dancv n10v-ed to amend the bill bv inserting after "Fitz 
'\Y-illian1 Bonner," the following \V01'ds, .·~and all other youno-

1 i l • 1 ., b 
men over t ie age o · mg iteen :yen,rs.'· 

Mr. Dancy inovecl to adjourn until ten o'clock to-morrow 
morning; lost. 

:Mr. Duggan moved to :.tdjom.·n until 3 o'clock p. m.; lost. 
The yeas and nays ·we1.·e then called on the adoption of the 

amendment ofiered by ~ir. Dancy, and were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Dancy, Davis and Sterne-3. 
N ays-Tuiessrs. Bigelo'iv, Burks, Dr"y, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, 

I-Iill~ :Thferr~1nan, Parker, Heaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit, '\Villia1ns 
and "\Vilson-15. Lost. 

The yeas and nays \Vere then called on passing the bill to a 
third reading, and \Vere as follo'ivs : 

·y E.As-Messrs. Bnl'ks, Day, Duggan, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, 
Taylor, Truitt and Vlilliams-9. 

Nays-Messrs. Bjgelol\··, Dancy, Davis, Gray, Grimes, IIart, 
Hill, l\feniman, Parker and '\Vilson-10. 

Tho Senato refused to pass the bill to a third reading. 
l\ir. Scott n10ved to adjourn untfl 3 o~clock p. m. 
::Mr. Dancy inoved to adjourn until 10 o~clock to-morrow morn

ing; lost by the following vote : 
y EAs-Iviessrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Day, Ila.rt, rvlerriman, Sterne, 

Truit, \iVilliains and '\Vilson-9. 
N AYs-Messrs. Burks, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, 

Hill, Pal'ker, Reaves, Scott and Taylor-11. 
~fr. Dancy 1noved to adjourn until 59 minutes past 9 o'clock 

to-1norrow n1orning. 
The President decided that the question recurred upon the 

motion of Mr. Scott, fro111 which decision J\'Ir. Dancy appealed. 
The Senate sustained the decision of the President, and the 

Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock p. m. 
3 O~CLOOK P. M. 

Senate rriet.--roll ealled--quorum prese.nt. 
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Mr. Parker moved to re-consider the vote which refused to 
pass to a third reading, a bill to permit Fitz "'\Villiam Bonner to 
practise law. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the motion was laid on the table. 
A bill to incorporate the city of San Antonio ; read second 

time, and on motion of Mr. Eddy, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of William H. Parker ; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Davis, referred to the committee on Fi
nance. 

A bill to authorize the Auditor to. settle the accounts of Wil
lliam G. Cooke as late Quartermaster-General; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Davis, referred to the committee on 
Finance. 

A bill granting and securing 640 acres of land to the hehs of 
George W. Crow ls, deceased, to which they are eh titled by vir
tue of the services and death of said George W. Crowls in the 
army of the Republic of Texas ; read second time, and on mer 
tion of Mr. Davis, referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A bill to charter the Bastrop Academy; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the comn1ittee on Edu
cation. 

A. bill to incorporate the Attoyac Turnpike Co1npany ; read 
.second time, and on motion of Mr. Scott, referred to the com
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill for the relief of Luther T. M. Plummer; read second 
time, and on n10tion of Mr. Ifill, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, ::Mr. Meusebach was granted leave 
of absence for a few days. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Doane was granted leave of 
absence for two days. 

A bill for the relief of Wesley Fisher ; read second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the Corpus Christi Navigation Company; 
read. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment: 
Add to section 9th e:s follows : " Provided, however, that no

thing in this act contamed shall authorize the said company _to 
levy or collect toll upon any crafts or vessels running from M!!'
tagorda bay to the Guadalupe river, or from the Guadalupe n
ver to Matagorda bay;" adopted, and bill ordered to be en-
grossed. 
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Tho report of the conunittee on the J mliciary ~ rqJorting a Lill 
concerning writ::; of error; read and adopted, and bill ordered to 
be enO'rossed. 

Th; report of the co1111nittee on Claims and Accounts, on the 
petition of the heirs of Dr. R. :F. Brenha1n, recom1nending that 
it be referred to the com1nittee on Public Debt; read and 
adopted. 

On n1otion of 1'Ir. Ifill, the reports of the committee on State 
Affoirs on the petition of James H. Neely, on the petition of 
Allensworth Adams, and on a bill for the relief of the persons 
taken prisoners by the Mexican arn1y at the Mission of 1-tefugio 
in 1841, were taken fro1n the table and referred to the commit
tee on the Public Debt. 

A bill for the relief of Jim Shaw, a Delaware Indian; read 
second time and referred to the committee on the Public Debt. 

~{r. Ilill presented papers relating to the same, which were 
referred to the same conunittee. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of E. J. W. Lowery; read 
second time, and on rnotion of l'Ir. Wilson, referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Hichard Hall, deceased, and a bill for 
the relief of George W. Parish and Roswell Gorman, were 
read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the Little Cyp1·ess Bridge Company; 
read second thne and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate Galveston College; read fhst thne. 
A bill to create the county of Hidalgo; read second tin1e, and 

on motion of l\tlr. Bigelow, i·eforred to the committee on Coun
ties and County Boundaries. 

}fr. Merriinan presented the petition of Green berry Dorsey; 
referred to the con1rnittee on Private Laud Claims. 

A bill to ainencl an act approved N oveinber 30th, 1850, to 
amend the second and seventh sections of an act to organize the 
Supreme Court of the State of Texas, approved 12th May, 1846; 
read second thne, and on motion of .Mr. Parker, referred to a 
select comn1ittee of.five. 1riessrs. Parlrnr, Reaves, Bogart, Scott, 
and I-Iart were appointed said c01nn1ittee. 

A bill to authorize and require the Comn1issioner of the Gc
noral Land Office to issue patents to legal purchasers at probate 
and sheriff sales; and 

A bill to incorporate the town of Charthage in Panola county, 
were read :first thne. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to use 



tbcir best exertions to have an appropriation inade by the Con
gress of the United States, for the pay1nent of loss-es sustained 
by the citizens of this State, by depredations of different Indian 
tribes since our annexation to the ·united States ; read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
to-n1orrow 1norning. 

"\V EDr<:EsnA v, December 24, 1851. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment-prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith-roll called-quo
rum present-the journal of ye8terdny was read and adopted. 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun
ty Boundaries, to which was referred a bill better defining the 
boundaries of Denton county, reported the same back with the 
following amendments, and recommended their ntloption nnd the 
passage of the bill : 
Amendment~: amend by inserting the word H now,'' after the 

word "as,'' in the 15th line of first section; strike out the name 
of '' 'Varren A. Farris" in same line, and insert in lieu thereef 
the word "law.'' 

Mr. Reaves: chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bi! !s correctly engro:;;sed, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of Brigadier Generul "Edward H. 'I1annnt; 
A bill to amend tile 59th ~-ection of an act organizinQ" justices 

courts; and a bill to amend the 14th section of the act regulating 
estrays, approved February 8, 1~50. 

Mr. Day, from the committee on Counties and County Boun
daries, to which was refered a bill to create the countv of Hidal
go, reported the same back and recommended its puss~g-e. 

Mr. Wilson, chairman of the committee on Ed1ication, to 
which was referred a bi lI to charter the Bastrop Academy, re
ported the same back and recommended its passage. 

~Ir. :.Merr~man ma~e the following report: -
'fhe special comm1tteP,, to whom was referred a bill to be en

titled an act providin!?; for the liquidation and payment of the 
debt of the lute Republic of 'I'exas, have had the same und~r. 
consideration, and have instructed me to report the same back to 
the Senate with the nccompanying amendments, which they re
commend be made to the bi! I, and recommend the passage of the 
bill when amended : 

Amend section li by striking out nt rhe end of the first nnd be
ginlliag- of the secoud lines, the words ''the following snms," an~, 
insert in lieut hereof tho w01 <ls "l wo millions of dollars of b~n~s. 

Ameud tiection 1: 8ixt h l inr, by adding nf ter the 'vord ;' of,'' t1rst 


